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YOUR JOURNEY TOWARD CHRIST

THE THIEF COMES ONLY TO STEAL, AND KILL, AND DESTROY
(JOHN 10:10). HOW DO EVIL SPIRITS INTERFERE WITH OUR
LIVES? LET ME ANSWER WITH A SIMPLE ILLUSTRATION. IMAGINE
THAT YOU ARE STANDING AT ONE END OF A LONG, NARROW
STREET LINED ON BOTH SIDES WITH TWO-STORY ROW HOUSES.
AT THE OTHER END OF THE STREET STANDS JESUS CHRIST,
AND YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE IS THE PROCESS OF WALKING DOWN
THAT LONG STREET OF MATURITY TOWARD HIM. THERE IS ABSO-
LUTELY NOTHING IN THE STREET WHICH CAN KEEP YOU FROM
REACHING JESUS. SO, WHEN YOU RECEIVE CHRIST, YOU FIX
YOUR EYES ON HIM AND START WALKING.

BUT SINCE THIS WORLD IS STILL UNDER THE DOMINION OF SA-
TAN, THE ROW HOUSES ON EITHER SIDE OF YOU ARE INHABITED
BY BEINGS WHO ARE COMMITTED TO KEEPING YOU FROM
REACHING YOUR GOAL. THEY HAVE NO POWER OR AUTHORITY
TO BLOCK YOUR PATH OR EVEN SLOW YOUR STEP, SO THEY
HANG OUT OF THE WINDOWS AND CALL TO YOU, HOPING TO
TURN YOUR ATTENTION AWAY FROM YOUR GOAL AND DISRUPT
YOUR PROGRESS BY TEMPTING YOU, ACCUSING YOU AND DE-
CEIVING YOU. WHAT IS THE ENEMY'S GOAL IN HAVING HIS DE-
MONS JEER YOU, TAUNT YOU, LURE YOU, AND QUESTION YOU
FROM THE WINDOWS AND DOORWAYS ALONG YOUR PATH? HE
WANTS YOU TO SLOW DOWN, STOP, SIT DOWN, AND, IF POSSI-
BLE, GIVE UP YOUR JOURNEY TOWARD CHRIST. HE WANTS TO
INFLUENCE YOU TO DOUBT YOUR ABILITY TO BELIEVE AND
SERVE GOD.

REMEMBER: HE HAS ABSOLUTELY NO POWER OR AUTHORITY TO
KEEP YOU FROM STEADILY PROGRESSING IN YOUR WALK TO-
WARD CHRIST. AND HE CAN NEVER AGAIN OWN YOU, BECAUSE
YOU HAVE BEEN REDEEMED BY JESUS CHRIST AND YOU ARE
FOREVER IN HIM (1 PETER 1:18, 19). BUT IF HE CAN GET YOU
TO LISTEN TO THE THOUGHTS HE PLANTS IN YOUR MIND, HE CAN
INFLUENCE YOU. AND IF YOU ALLOW HIM TO INFLUENCE YOU
LONG ENOUGH THROUGH TEMPTATION, ACCUSATION AND DE-
CEPTION, HE CAN CONTROL YOU. LET'S FIX OUR EYES ON JE-
SUs, ""THE AUTHOR AND PERFECTER OF FAITH' (HEBREWS
12:2) AND TAKE "EVERY THOUGHT CAPTIVE TO THE OBEDIENCE
OF CHRIST" (2 CORINTHIANS 10:5).

IN CHRIST

TRULY, TRULY, | SAY TO YOU, UNLESS ONE IS BORN AGAIN, HE
CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD (JOHN 3.3). BEING IN
CHRIST, AND ALL THAT IT MEANS TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY AND
FREEDOM, IS THE OVERWHELMING THEME OF THE NEW TESTA-
MENT. FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE SIX CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK OF
EPHESIANS ALONE THERE ARE 40 REFERENCES TO BEING IN
CHRIST AND HAVING CHRIST IN YOU. FOR EVERY REFERENCE
TO CHRIST BEING IN YOU, THERE ARE 10 TO YOU BEING IN
CHRIST.

BEING IN CHRIST IS THE MOST CRITICAL ELEMENT OF OUR IDEN-
TITY. BUT WE WEREN'T BORN IN CHRIST. WE WERE BORN IN SIN,
THANKS TO THE FIRST ADAM. WHAT IS GOD'S PLAN FOR TRANS-
FORMING US FROM BEING IN ADAM TO BEING IN CHRIST? WE
MUST BE BORN AGAIN (JOHN 3:3). PHYSICAL BIRTH ONLY GAINS
US PHYSICAL LIFE. SPIRITUAL LIFE, THE ETERNAL LIFE CHRIST
PROMISES TO THOSE WHO COME TO HIM, IS ONLY GAINED
THROUGH SPIRITUAL BIRTH (JOHN 3:36).

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SPIRITUALLY ALIVE IN CHRIST?
CONTRARY TO WHAT MANY CHRISTIANS BELIEVE, ETERNAL LIFE
IS NOT SOMETHING YOU GET WHEN YOU DIE. YOU ARE SPIRITU-
ALLY ALIVE IN CHRIST RIGHT NOW. THAT'S HOW YOU GOT TO BE
IN UNION WITH GOD, BY BEING BORN AGAIN SPIRITUALLY.
YOU'LL NEVER BE MORE SPIRITUALLY ALIVE THAN YOU ARE
RIGHT NOW. THE ONLY THING THAT WILL CHANGE WHEN YOU
DIE PHYSICALLY IS THAT YOU WILL EXCHANGE YOUR OLD
EARTHBOUND BODY FOR A NEW ONE. BUT YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE
IN CHRIST, WHICH BEGAN WHEN YOU PERSONALLY TRUSTED
HIM, WILL MERELY CONTINUE ON.

SALVATION IS NOT A FUTURE ADDITION; IT'S A PRESENT TRANS-
FORMATION. AND THAT TRANSFORMATION OCCURS AT SPIRI
TUAL BIRTH., NOT PHYSICAL DEATH. GOD'S WORD PROMISES,
"HE WHO HAS THE SON HAS THE LIFE; HE WHO DOES NOT HAVE
THE SON OF GOD DOES NOT HAVE THE LIFE" (1 JOHN 5:12).
ETERNAL LIFE IS SOMETHING YOU POSSESS RIGHT NOW BE-
CAUSE YOU'RE IN CHRIST. BELIEVE IT.

THE. ACCUSER OF THE BRETHREN

THE ACCUSER OF OUR BRETHREN . .. WHO ACCUSES THEM BE-
FORE OUR GOD DAY AND NIGHT (REVELATION 12.:10). NEXT TO
TEMPTATION, PERHAPS THE MOST FREQUENT AND INSISTENT
ATTACK FROM SATAN TO WHICH WE ARE VULNERABLE IS ACCU-
SATION. BY FAITH WE HAVE ENTERED INTO AN ETERNAL RELA-
TIONSHIP WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. AS A RESULT, WE ARE
DEAD TO SIN AND ALIVE TO GOD, AND WE NOW SIT WITH CHRIST
IN THE HEAVENLIES. IN CHRIST WE ARE IMPORTANT, WE ARE
QUALIFIED, WE ARE JUSTIFIED. SATAN CAN DO ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING TO ALTER OUR POSITION IN CHRIST AND OUR WORTH
TO GOD. BUT HE CAN RENDER US VIRTUALLY INOPERATIVE IF HE
CAN DECEIVE US INTO LISTENING TO AND BELIEVING HIS INSIDI-
OUS LIES, ACCUSING US OF BEING OF LITTLE VALUE TO GOD OR
OTHER PEOPLE.

SATAN OFTEN USES TEMPTATION AND ACCUSATION AS A BRU-
TAL ONE-TWO PUNCH. HE COMES ALONG AND SAYS, "WHY
DON'T YOU TRY IT? EVERYBODY DOES IT. BESIDES, YOU CAN GET
AWAY WITH IT. WHO'S GOING TO KNOW?" THEN AS SOON AS WE
FALL FOR HIS TEMPTING LINE, HE CHANGES HIS TUNE TO ACCU-
SATION: "WHAT KIND OF A CHRISTIAN ARE YOU TO DO SUCH A
THING? YOU'RE A PITIFUL EXCUSE FOR A CHILD OF GOD. YOU'LL
NEVER GET AWAY WITH IT. YOU MIGHT AS WELL GIVE UP BE-
CAUSE GOD HAS ALREADY GIVEN UP ON YOU." WE HAVE ALL
HEARD SATAN'S LYING, HATEFUL VOICE IN OUR HEARTS AND
CONSCIENCES. HE NEVER SEEMS TO LET UP ON US.

MANY CHRISTIANS ARE PERPETUALLY DISCOURAGED AND
DEFEATED BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE HIS PERSISTENT LIES ABOUT
THEM. AND THOSE WHO GIVE IN TO HIS ACCUSATIONS END UP
BEING ROBBED OF THE FREEDOM THAT GOD INTENDS HIS
PEOPLE TO ENJOY. THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE DON'T HAVE
TO LISTEN TO SATAN'S ACCUSATIONS AND LIVE IN DESPAIR AND
DEFEAT. SATAN IS NOT YOUR JUDGE: HE IS MERELY YOUR
ACCUSER. WHEN SATAN'S ACCUSATIONS OF UNWORTHINESS
ATTACK YOU, DON'T PAY ATTENTION TO THEM. INSTEAD
RESPOND, "'l HAVE PUT MY TRUST IN CHRIST, AND | AM A CHILD
OF GOD IN HIM. | HAVE BEEN RESCUED BY GOD FROM THE FIRE
OF JUDGEMENT, AND HE HAS DECLARED ME RIGHTEOUS. SATAN
CANNOT DETERMINE A VERDICT OR PRONOUNCE A SENTENCE.
ALL HE CAN DO IS ACCUSE ME-AND | DON'T BUY IT."
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WE ARE BUTTERFLIES

FOR IT IS GOD WHO IS AT WORK IN YOU, BOTH TO WILL AND TO
WORK FOR HIS GOOD PLEASURE (PHILIPPIANS 2.13). WE PRE-
SENT JESUS AS THE MESSIAH WHO CAME TO DIE FOR OUR SINS.
WE TELL PEOPLE THAT IF THEY ACCEPT CHRIST THEY WILL GO TO
HEAVEN WHEN THEY DIE. WHAT'S WRONG WITH THAT? FIRST, IT'S
ONLY HALF THE GOSPEL. SECOND, IT GIVES THE IMPRESSION
THAT ETERNAL LIFE IS SOMETHING WE GET WHEN WE DIE. JESUS
HAD TO DIE FOR SINS IN ORDER TO CURE THE DISEASE THAT
CAUSED US TO DIE. THEN HE GAVE US LIFE, MAKING US NEW
CREATIONS IN CHRIST.

SUPPOSE THAT YOU ARE A PROSTITUTE. ONE DAY YOU HEAR THAT
THE KING HAS DECREED THAT ALL PROSTITUTES ARE FORGIVEN.
SINCE YOU'RE A PROSTITUTE, THAT'S GREAT NEWS! BUT WOULD
IT NECESSARILY CHANGE YOUR BEHAVIOR OR YOUR SELF-
PERCEPTION? PROBABLY NOT. YOU MAY DANCE IN THE STREETS
FOR A WHILE, BUT CHANCES ARE YOU WOULD CONTINUE IN YOUR
SAME TRADE. YOU WOULD SEE YOURSELF AS NOTHING MORE
THAN A FORGIVEN PROSTITUTE.

NOW SUPPOSE THE KING NOT ONLY FORGAVE YOU, BUT HE MADE
YOU HIS BRIDE AS WELL. YOU'RE A QUEEN. WOULD THAT CHANGE
YOUR BEHAVIOR? OF COURSE. WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO LIVE
AS A PROSTITUTE IF YOU WERE A QUEEN? THE CHURCH IS THE
BRIDE OF CHRIST! YOU ARE FAR MORE LIKELY TO PROMOTE THE
KINGDOM IF YOU ARE THE QUEEN RATHER THAN A FORGIVEN
PROSTITUTE. WE ARE NOT REDEEMED CATERPILLARS; WE ARE
BUTTERFLIES. WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO CRAWL IN SOME FALSE
HUMILITY WHEN YOU ARE CALLED TO MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS
EAGLES?

HUMILITY IS NOT PUTTING YOURSELF DOWN WHEN GOD IS TRYING
TO BUILD YOU UP. SELF-ABASEMENT HAS THE APPEARANCE OF
WISDOM, BUT IT HAS NO VALUE AGAINST FLESHLY INDULGENCE
ACCORDING TO COLOSSIANS 2:23. HUMILITY IS CONFIDENCE
PROPERLY PLACED. WE NEED TO BE LIKE PAUL AND "PUT NO
CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH'" (PHILIPPIANS 3:3).

HOW YOU ARE PROGRAMMED

SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE TAKES YOU CAPTIVE THROUGH PHILOSO-
PHY AND EMPTY DECEPTION, ACCORDING TO THE TRADITION OF
MEN . . . RATHER THAN ACCORDING TO CHRIST (COLOSSIANS
2:8). THE FIRST STEP TOWARD THE FORMATION OF STRONG-
HOLDS IN OUR MINDS CAN BE CALLED "ENVIRONMENTAL STIMU-
LATION." YOU WERE DESIGNED TO LIVE IN FELLOWSHIP WITH
GOD AND FULFIL HIS PURPOSES, BUT YOU WERE BORN PHYSI-
CALLY ALIVE AND SPIRITUALLY DEAD IN A HOSTILE WORLD
(EPHESIANS 2:1, 2).

BEFORE YOU CAME TO CHRIST, ALL YOUR STIMULATION CAME
FROM THIS ENVIRONMENT. EVERY DAY YOU LIVED IN THIS ENVI-
RONMENT YOU WERE INFLUENCED BY IT AND PRECONDITIONED
TO CONFORM TO IT. THE WORLDLY STIMULATION YOU WERE EX-
POSED TO WAS BOTH BRIEF AND PREVAILING. BRIEF STIMULATION
INCLUDES INDIVIDUAL EVENTS, SITUATIONS, PLACES AND PER-
SONAL ENCOUNTERS YOU EXPERIENCED. YOU WERE INFLUENCED
BY BOOKS YOU READ, MOVIES YOU WATCHED, MUSIC YOU LIS
TENED TO, AND TRAUMATIC EVENTS YOU EXPERIENCED OR WIT-
NESSED, SUCH AS A CAR ACCIDENT OR A DEATH IN THE FAMILY.
YOU LEARNED A WAY (WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN GOD'S
WAY) TO COPE WITH THESE EXPERIENCES AND RESOLVE THE CON-
FLICTS THEY PRODUCED.

PREVAILING STIMULATION CONSISTS OF LONG-TERM EXPOSURE
TO YOUR ENVIRONMENT, SUCH AS THE INFLUENCE OF YOUR FAM-
ILY, YOUR FRIENDS AND PEERS, YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD, YOUR
TEACHERS, AND YOUR JOB. IF YOU GREW UP SEPARATED FROM
GOD, AND WERE RAISED IN A NON-CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT, YOU
DEVELOPED A PHILOSOPHY OF HOW TO SURVIVE, COPE AND SUC-
CEED IN THIS WORLD APART FROM GOD. WHEN YOU BECAME A
CHRISTIAN YOUR SINS WERE WASHED AWAY, BUT YOUR PREDIS-
POSITION TO THINK AND BEHAVE A CERTAIN WAY, WHICH YOU DE-
VELOPED AS YOU ADJUSTED TO YOUR ENVIRONMENT, REMAINED
PROGRAMMED IN YOUR MIND. IN FACT, YOU CAN BECOME A BORN-
AGAIN BELIEVER AND CONTINUE TO LIVE ON THE BASIS OF THE
LIFESTYLE YOU DEVELOPED WHILE LIVING INDEPENDENTLY OF
GOD. THAT IS WHY PAUL INSISTS THAT WE BE TRANSFORMED BY
THE RENEWING OF OUR MINDS (RM. 12:2).

AN ENTIRELY NEW SELF

YOU WERE FORMERLY DARKNESS, BUT NOW YOU ARE LIGHT IN
THE LORD, WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT (EPHESIANS 5:8). EPHE-
SIANS 5:8 DESCRIBES THE ESSENTIAL CHANGE OF NATURE
WHICH OCCURS AT SALVATION. IT DOESN'T SAY YOU WERE IN
DARKNESS; IT SAYS YOU WERE DARKNESS. DARKNESS WAS YOUR
NATURE, YOUR VERY ESSENCE, AS AN UNBELIEVER. NOR DOES IT
SAY YOU ARE NOW IN THE LIGHT; IT SAYS YOU ARE LIGHT. GOD
CHANGED YOUR BASIC NATURE FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.

THE ISSUE IN THIS PASSAGE IS NOT IMPROVING YOUR NATURE.
YOUR NEW NATURE IS ALREADY DETERMINED. THE ISSUE IS
LEARNING TO WALK IN HARMONY WITH YOUR NEW NATURE. WHY
DO YOU NEED THE NATURE OF CHRIST WITHIN YOU? SO YOU CAN
BE LIKE CHRIST, NOT JUST ACT LIKE HIM. GOD HAS NOT GIVEN US
THE POWER TO IMITATE HIM. HE HAS MADE US PARTAKERS OF HIS
NATURE SO THAT WE CAN ACTUALLY BE LIKE HIM. YOU DON'T BE-
COME A CHRISTIAN BY ACTING LIKE ONE. WE ARE NOT ON A PER-
FORMANCE BASIS WITH GOD. HE DOESN'T SAY, "HERE ARE MY
STANDARDS, NOW YOU MEASURE UP." HE KNOWS YOU CAN'T
SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF AN OLD SINFUL SELF BY SIMPLY IMPROV-
ING YOUR BEHAVIOR. HE MUST CHANGE YOUR NATURE, GIVE YOU
AN ENTIRELY NEW SELF-THE LIFE OF CHRIST IN YOU-WHICH IS
THE GRACE YOU NEED TO MEASURE UP TO HIS STANDARDS.

THAT WAS THE POINT OF HIS MESSAGE IN THE SERMON ON THE
MOUNT: "UNLESS YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS SURPASSES THAT OF
THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU SHALL NOT ENTER THE KING-
DOM OF HEAVEN" (MATTHEW 5.20). THE SCRIBES AND PHARI-
SEES WERE THE RELIGIOUS PERFECTIONISTS OF THEIR DAY. THEY
HAD EXTERNAL BEHAVIOR DOWN TO A SCIENCE, BUT THEIR
HEARTS WERE LIKE THE INSIDES OF A TOMB: REEKING OF DEATH.
JESUS IS ONLY INTERESTED IN CREATING NEW PERSONS FROM
THE INSIDE OUT BY INFUSING IN THEM A BRAND-NEW NATURE AND
CREATING IN THEM A NEW SELF. ONLY AFTER HE CHANGES YOUR
IDENTITY AND MAKES YOU A PARTAKER OF HIS NATURE WILL YOU
BE ABLE TO CHANGE YOUR BEHAVIOR.

DEALING WITH ANXIETY

THE PEACE OF GOD, WHICH SURPASSES ALL COMPREHENSION,
SHALL GUARD YOUR HEARTS AND YOUR MINDS IN CHRIST JESUS
(PHILIPPIANS 4.7). CHRISTIANS HAVE FREQUENTLY RELIED UPON
A SENSE OF PEACE AS EVIDENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'S LEADING.
IT IS COMMON TO HEAR PEOPLE SAY, 'l JUST DON'T HAVE A
PEACE ABOUT IT." | THINK THAT IS LEGITIMATE. | WOULD BE CON-
CERNED ABOUT THE PERSON WHO PROCEEDS WHEN HIS SPIRIT IS
DISTURBED. GOD DOESN'T LEAD THROUGH ANXIETY. WE ARE TO
CAST OUR ANXIETY UPON JESUS, BECAUSE HE CARES FOR US (1
PETER 5:7).

STILL, A LOT OF MONEY IS SPENT ON THE TEMPORARY "CURE" OF
ANXIETY. PEOPLE CONSUME ALCOHOL, TAKE ILLEGAL DRUGS
TURN TO THE REFRIGERATOR, HAVE SEX ALL TO REDUCE THEIR
ANXIETY. PRESCRIPTION DRUGS ARE REGULARLY DISPENSED FOR
THE AILS BROUGHT ON BY ANXIETY. THE DRUG PUSHERS, OCCULT
PRACTITIONER, AND OTHER PEDDLERS OF ESCAPISM ALL HAVE
ONE THING IN COMMON: THEY REALLY DON'T CARE ABOUT THE
CONSUMER. THEY ARE OUT TO MAKE A PROFIT. EVEN WORSE,
WHEN THE TEMPORARY ""CURE'" WEARS OFF, WE HAVE TO RETURN
TO THE SAME WORLD WITH THE ADDED PROBLEM OF HANGOVERS
AND OTHER NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF FAKE HEALERS.

INTERNALLY, WE DESPERATELY NEED THE PEACE OF GOD:. "BE
ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING, BUT IN EVERYTHING BY PRAYER AND SUP-
PLICATION WITH THANKSGIVING LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE
KNOWN TO GOD. AND THE PEACE OF GOD, WHICH SURPASSES
ALL COMPREHENSION, SHALL GUARD YOUR HEARTS AND YOUR
MINDS IN CHRIST JESUS" (PHILIPPIANS 4.6, 7). THE AWARENESS
OF A TROUBLED SPIRIT SHOULD DRIVE US TO FIND THE PEACE OF
GOD BY TURNING TO HIM AND ASSUMING OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO
USE OUR MINDS.
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